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FIGURE 1-6. 1. Sex-ratio of Calliphora vicina Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830. (blue: males; red: females). 2. The
monthly distribution of Calliphora vicina Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830 grouped by sex (blue: males; red: females).
3. Sex-ratio of Calliphora uralensis Villeneuve, 1922 individuals (blue: males; red: females). 4. The monthly
distribution of Calliphora uralensis Villeneuve, 1922 grouped by sex (blue: males; red: females). 5. Sex-ratio of
collected Calliphora vomitoria (L., 1758) individuals (blue: males; red: females). 6. The monthly distribution of
Calliphora vomitoria (L., 1758) grouped by sex (blue: males; red: females).

Cynomya mortuorum (Linnaeus, 1761) (19832929) (Figures 7-8). There was a single
Material. Of 173 specimens of C. mortuorum  female specimen where the collection date is

collected, 105 (61%) were males and 68 (39%) unknown.

females. It was collected in May (134%9), C. mortuorum was collected at 15 of the

June (2835%99), July (8083322%), August 44 collecting sites: 1 (433629), 2 (229),
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FIGURE 7-10. 7. Sex-ratio Cynomya mortuorum (L., 1761) (blue: males; red: females). 8. The monthly
distribution of Cynomya mortuorum (L., 1761) grouped by sex (blue: males; red: females). 9. Sex-ratio of
Protophormia terraenovae (Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830) individuals (blue: males; red: females). 10. The monthly
distribution Protophormia terraenovae (Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830) grouped by sex (blue: males; red: females).
In October all but one specimen were collected in an electric fly trap in Tveroyri.

10 (16\299), 14 (16\), 19 (19), 21 (16\), 22
(36\6\499), 23 (19), 27 (16\), 28 (776\6\249 ),
29 (19), 33 (19), 35 (74482029), 36
(108359 9), and 40 (12) (Map 5).

Protophormia terraenovae (Robineau-
Desvoidy, 1830)

Material. Of 316 specimens of P. terraenovae
collected, 64 (20%) were males and 252 (80%)
females. It was collected in February (19), March
(533229), April (1810929), May (4335%%).
June (683529), July (22833229), August
(108329 9), September (1083129 9), October
3335799), November (19) and December
(19) (Figures 9-10). Additionally, there were 127
(33312429) specimens where the collection
dates are unknown.

P, terraenovae was collected at 19 of the 44

collecting sites: 1 (1), 4 (6431622), 5 2%29),
7(19), 10 2292), 14 (283), 17 (933929), 18
(1083429), 19 (1), 21 (64J19), 22 (247),
24 283, 27 229), 29 (883203292), 34 (1),
37 (13), 40 (1283699) 41 (43349Q) and 42
(1%) (Map 6).

Discussion and conclusion

Fish, sheep and whale meat are the primary protein
source of the Faroese human population and, until
recent times, air-drying was the normal method
used to preserve these foods. Therefore, blowflies
that lay eggs in the meat that result in maggots
and putrefaction have always been a menace
to the Faroese people. It is, thus, surprising that
the literature on blowflies in the Faroe Islands is
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MAP 4. Calliphora vomitoria (Linnaeus, 1758). Red:
sites where recorded only in 2005-10; open circles:
not recorded.

extremely limited. Until now, the only Faroese
distribution maps for blowflies have been those of
Lyneborg (1968), which represents the collections
made during 1925-26 at 15 localities (cf. 117 in
the present survey): Calliphora vicina (Lyneborg:
5; present work: 37), Calliphora uralensis
(Lyneborg: 8; present work: 31), Calliphora
vomitoria (Lyneborg: not recorded; present work:
15), Cynomya mortuorum (Lyneborg: 1; present
work: 15), Protophormia terraenovae (Lyneborg:
1; present work: 19). Hence, our survey makes a
significant contribution to clarify the distribution
of these four species, and additionally added
Calliphora vomitoria, which most likely has
arrived in the Faroes after 1925-26, to the local
fauna. C. vicina appears to be the most successful
blowfly being recorded on all islands whereas C.
mortuorum is the rarest, except on Skivoy where
it is common, and on Litlu Dimun, where it is the
only blowfly species collected. Our survey showed
that C. vicina are active during the whole year
and P. terraenovae with nine months. In contrast,
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MAP 5. Cynomya mortorum (Linnaeus, 1761). Red:
sites where recorded only in 2005-10; blue: only in
1925-26; open circles: not recorded.

the flight periods of C. uralensis, C. vomitoria
and Cynomyna mortuorum are restricted to the
summer and fall (May—October).

In recent years, numerous immigrant insect
species, such as the hoverfly Eristalis pertinax
(Scopoli, 1763), the bumblebee Bombus pratorum
(Linnaeus, 1761), have succeeded in breeding
and surviving the winter in the Faroes (Jensen,
2009, Madsen & Jensen, 2011). Hence, finding
Calliphora vomitoria for the first time is not
surprising. Given its widespread distribution
within the archipelago, it has probably been
present for some time. Additional blowfly species
may be expected to turn up in the future. To the
north, six blowfly species have been reported from
Iceland (Olafsson, 1991; Erling Olafsson, personal
communication) and, to the south, six species
occur on the Shetland Islands (Johnston, 1999).
Pollenia rudis (Fabricius 1794) present in Iceland,
and Bellardia viarum (Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830)
and Bellardia vulgaris Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830),
both present in Shetland, are possibly the most






